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“Subjective probabilistic expectations, household air
pollution, and health: Evidence from cooking fuel
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Energy Economics, 2021, Vol.66, 101262.
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In developing countries, health risk from household
air pollution associated with dirty cooking fuel usage
1s a serious problem. Eliciting survey respondents’
subjective probabilistic expectations about health
risk from dirty cooking fuel, this paper empirically
analyzed how cooking fuel choices are affected by
their health risk expectations. Primary data were
collected from 557 households in rural Indian
villages over a two-year period. The authors found
that individuals with higher health risk expectations
from dirty fuel were likely to lower dirty fuel usage.
Also, their current dirty fuel usage and self-reported
health status of being sick were significantly
correlated. Furthermore, the authors undertook a

policy simulation of new information provision to
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individuals regarding health risk of dirty fuel usage.
Although such information provision did lower dirty
fuel usage, the magnitude of usage change was small
in size. This implies a supply side problem that
improving accessibility to clean fuel is more
important. Using unique original data and
appropriate econometric methodology, this paper
provides useful findings. The committee concluded
that this study is suitable for Young Achievement
Award of the Society of Environmental Economics

and Policy Studies.
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It 1s indeed a great honour for me to receive the
“Award of Encouragement” from SEEPS. I would
like to thank the committee for selecting my research
for the award. There are numerous people who have
made this award possible and I want to thank all of
them. Particularly, I am indebted beyond words to
TH. Arimura (Waseda

University) for all his guidance and support for my

my supervisor Prof.

academic research. I would be failing in my duty if
I do not mention the names of Prof. H. Katayama
(Waseda University), Dr. H.F. Yokoo (Hitotsubashi
University) and Dr. M. Sakudo (University of
Tsukuba) who have guided me in every aspect while
conducting this research. [ express my respect and
gratitude to all of them. I would like to thank family
members, specially, my mother and husband for
their support towards my academic endeavours. |
would like to dedicate this award to my father, who
would have been proud to see me receiving this
award. Finally, [ would like to add that, this award is
encouraging and 1 look forward to research and
contribute further on understanding energy-related
setbacks in developing countries and formulating

evidence-based policies for the same.
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